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Canadian energy systems are undergoing significant, albeit 
uneven and contested, restructuring away from fossil fuel reliance 
and toward energy efficiency and renewables. Policy changes to 
spur transition have largely focused on expanding low-carbon 
sources of electricity and far less on the role of ownership 
and participation. This gap is concerning because community 
participation is crucial to effective energy system transformation 
by enhancing trust, legitimacy, and community development. 
Canadian renewable energy co-operatives are already active 
participants in energy production, distribution, retail and 
educational services and form part of the broader "community 
energy" sector. 

This presentation will discuss the distinctiveness, scope, and 
potential role of these renewable energy co-operatives in 
building the social and physical infrastructures needed for radical 
change. It will draw insights from international examples and 
explore some of the complexities associated with their impact 
and development relevant to the Canadian context.
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